55th annual

Potato

next weekend

Terri Thompson

Potato Day in Williams
will be celebrated once
again at the 55th annual
celebration on Saturday,
October 11 in Williams.

Special events have
been planned to make it a
very grand occasion. Some
events will take place at the
Williams Arena while oth-
ers are at the “big tent” in
the parking lot of the
Williams Bar and Grill.

The fun begins on Fri-
day night with a chili con-
test at the Liquor Store
along with entertainment
by Top Cat Karaoke.

Many volunteers have
been busy planning for the
queens and coronation, the
parade, entertainment and
food. The buttons are on
sale at many locations in
the area. Buying a button is
one way people can help
support the all day event.

They are also your
ticket on Saturday evening
when “Eagle Creek Band”
takes the stage in the big
tent and also for the after-
noon program at the arena.
Button holders qualify for
many drawings that take
place throughout the day as
well as a $100 cash prize
drawing that you do not
have to be present to win.

Crafters and vendors,
prepare your goods and
bring them to the Arena on
Saturday morning. A Craft
and Bake Sale will take
place on Saturday. If you
wish to have a table or need
more information contact
Barb Welberg at 634-1846.

A pancake breakfast
will be served by the
Williams Seniors at the
Senior Center on Saturday
morning from 8 a.m. until
noon and the Parade begins

Recorder set

John Oren

The Lake of the Woods
County Recorder’s office will
hold special weekend hours
the first Saturday in Novem-
ber to accept passport appli-
cations.

That was the word from
County Recorder Susan Ney
to the County Board on Tues-
day (Sept. 23).

The time is fast approach-
ing when everyone entering
the United States from
Canada or Mexico will be re-
quired to present passports,
passport cards or “enhanced”
driver licenses that meet spe-
cial federal criteria. Not
many states now issue the
special licenses, and very few
will have them available be-
tween no and the deadline for
more identification in June of
2009.

Ney’s extended office
hours will be from 10:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, No-
vember 3. The County Audi-
tor’s office is also open
during those hours on that day
to accept ballots.

Ney briefly reviewed the
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Day is

at 11:45 a.m. Imaginations
and entries are needed.
Whether you’re building a
float, riding in a car or on a
horse, walking or decorat-
ing a bike, you are wel-
come. To be a part of the
parade, have your entry at
the park by 11 a.m. to get
signed up.

Youngsters are encour-
aged to get involved in the
Kiddie Parade. This will be
held at the Williams Arena
at 2:45.

It’s also time to start
planning for the Potato
Head Contest. Use your
imagination, grab a potato
and decorate any way you
wish. There are cash prizes
for this effort.

The traditional cookery
contest is still going strong,
so get out your potato
recipes and plan what
you’re bringing this year.
New cooks and bakers are
welcome.

There will be food
served at the arena, spon-
sored by the Williams
Youth Recreation Associa-
tion. A Mashed Potato Eat-
ing contest is planned as
well as other afternoon en-
tertainment. A presentation
of scholarships as well as
the all popular Queen
Coronation will begin at 4

p.m.
This year’s queen candi-
dates include: Sherina

Knutson and Trudy Lev-
asseur from Baudette; Kat-
rina Baldwin and Rachel
Krohn from Williams;
Cheyenne Keeler, Valarie
Calder and Ashley Holmes
from Warroad. Complete
biographies of all the can-
didates will be printed in
next week’s NL.

Many more events are
planned so see the schedule
of events inside this issue.

number of passport applica-
tions processed by her office
at Tuesday’s regular county
board meeting. Through the
end of August, her office han-
dled 195 applications for
passports or the new pass-
cards. Last year, the county
office processed 324 applica-
tions.

Passcards that relace pass-
ports in some cases cost about
half as much as regular pass-
ports — $45 for a ten-year
card against about $100 for a
regular passport, also good
for ten years.

Use of the passcard is lim-

ited to land and some water

crossings into the country,
though, and full-blown pass-

ports are generally required of

travelers entering the country
by air.

“I would say that the pass-
card is more popular here,”
Ney told the board.

Other business

In other business at an oth-
erwise mostly routine meet-
ing on Tuesday, the board:

* Heard a report about
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Brittni Mord crowned Queen,

2008 Homecoming Royalty at Lake of the Woods School
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Andrew Craft is King

Brittni Mord and Andrew Kraft were crowned the Queen
and King of Lake of the Woods 2008 Homecoming.

Other candidates were Taylor Rioux, Jalen Stay and Josh
Smart. and for the girls, Courtney Dahl, Karlene Brown and

Jacque Edwards.

The underclass royalty included Krista Harder and Wilson
Kasberger as the seventh grade Prince and Princess, Emily Ney
and Cole Nelson as eighth grade, Ally Moeller and James
Schulz as ninth, Natalie Barsness and Ian Sugden as tenth,
Devon Strohl and Donovan Wilder as eleventh, and Heidi
Whipple and Collin Dorrow as the Kindergarten Prince and

Princess.

Homecoming Remembrances by teachers, Miss Lisa Brien
and Mrs. Katie Hasbargen entertained the crowd as well as
words from the fall athletic coaches.
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Dan and Patty Black
enjoy dancing during
Oktoberfest

weekend event.

Bands included names such as the
Country Polkateers, Odell Braaten, the
Leon Olsen Band many more.

German food was on the main menu
during Oktoberfest and was served by
several local volunteers. The lines were
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occupancy rates and other
challenges in the long term
care center business from
SharRay Feikert, president of
the LakeWood Health com-
plex.

* Discussed the results of
a recent jail inspection with
County Sheriff Dallas Block.

* Approved a county
data storage upgrade for the
Management  Information
Systems Department to the
tune of $3,900.

* Approved buying a
$4,500 pickup-mounted snow
plow for the Solid Waste De-
partment.

* Accepted as county
roads the roads in the Morris
Point Estates plat.

* Referred back to com-
mittee a proposed new solid
waste fee schedule.

e Was told by County
Highway Engineer Bruce
Hasbargen that up to $22.6-
million is available for im-
provements to state Highway
11 between Baudette and In-
ternational Falls.

* Heard a request from
Baudette Mayor Rick Rone
and council member Jeff

The 19th An-

Across the Bor-
der Okoberfest

Once again
the dancers en-
joyed the best
in old time and
country music on the large wood floor in
the tent. Fellowship with neighbors and
friends is a tradition during this annual

Hands worth it.

drew huge cluded a Military Salute
crowds eachday on Friday, and a first
of theeventheld time event, Dancing
last weekend in  with the Stars on Satur-
Baudette. day night. Several local

Ann Patten
home the trophy.

long but the wait was

This year a few of
the special events in-

contestants hit the stage
with Eric Tange and
taking

2008 King Andrew Kraft & Queen Brittni Mord

Homecoming week this year was filled with activity. A
Dodgeball Tournament, Pajama Day, Volleyball game, Hunt-
ing/Army Day, Music Day along with other games and activi-

ties filled the week.

If you walked the halls on Friday, you would notice the par-
ticipation of Maroon and Gold Day from all Lake of the Woods
seniors, teachers and underclassmen.

The week wrapped up with a football home game against
Frazee and a Homecoming dance

Overall there was great participation and spirit shown for

the 2008 Homecoming.

Hands Across the Border Oktoberfest draws
huge crowds to Baudette

Delicious food was served up each day of Oktoberfest

Hovde for $40,000 to help
pay for lavatories at Timber
Mill Park. No action was
taken.

* Heard a presentation
from three representatives of
the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources about
metallic mineral exploration
leases planned for areas of far
southern Lake of the Woods
County.

* Discussed the planned
demolition of the old
Williams School and a dan-
gerous dog ordinance with In-
terim  County  Attorney
Michelle Moren. State rules
for dangerous dog ordinances
have changed recently, Moren
said. She suggested that ac-
tion on a pending ordinance
be held until the Minnesota
Association of Counties is-
sues a model ordinance. The
board held action on the old
Williams School.

e Vacated a never-built
street in the defunct Hanson’s
Estates plat and discussed
with County Assessor and pri-
vate developer Wayne Ben-
dickson plans for the Marina
Drive Estates plat. Marina

Drive Estates plat replaced
Hanson’s Estates.

e Re-appointed Bendick-
son as County Assessor for
the next four years starting
January of 2009. The appoint-
ment came over the objec-
tions of board member Todd
Beckel, who was the only
member of the board to vote
against it.

* Discussed filling the
Assistant Assessor position,
which was vacated by Ron
Norquist’s recent retirement.

The board eventually
agreed to advertise for an as-
sistant to work under contract
with the county and took no
action on a proposal to hire an
assistant for the department as
a regular county employee..

* Agreed by consensus to
ask Minnesota Department of
Transportation officials for
permission to use a retired
general transit bus for county
purposes.

* Referred back to com-
mittee a proposal for changes
in the county’s capital expen-
diture policy that would raise
the dollar limit from $500 to
$1,000 for purchases requir-

| passport hours

ing advance approval by the
board and make other policy
changes.

* Discussed without ac-
tion pending changes in state
shoreland zoning regulations.

¢ Authorized the County
Auditor to retain up to five
percent of aggregate taxes
collected as administrative
fees.

e Approved purchase of
a fire alarm panel. The esti-
mate from Bauers Communi-
cations ran about $1,800 for
the panel and installation.

¢ Paid the bills.

* Closed the meeting to
discuss union negotiations.

The meeting that opened at
9:00 a.m. broke for an hour
for lunch and was closed to
the public at 3:52 p.m. The
regular meeting was preceded
by a special budget meeting
that started at 7:00 a.m.

The next regular meeting
of the Lake of the Woods
County Board of Commis-
sioners is scheduled for
Tuesday, October 14, starting
at 9:00 a.m. in the Commis-
sioners’ Room at the Gov-
ernment Center.



