Dr. Skogerboe
passed away
October 3

Word was received here
this week of the passing of
well-known, and much
admired former Karlstad
physician, Dr.  Rudy
Skogerboe. Dr. Skogerboe,
87, died at North Country
Regional  Hospital in
Bemidji, MN on Friday
October 3, 2008, following
a courageous battle with
complications from a
severe lung disease.

Dr. Skogerboe began his
practice in Karlstad in 1948
with a doctor’s office in his
home, the home now occu-
pied by the Vern Porters. In
those early years, doctors
still made house calls and
Dr. Skogerboe was no
exception. Many people
can still recall him carrying
his “doctors bag” into their
home kitchens.

He was the first physi-
cian to practice in the
Karlstad community fol-
lowing the building of the
Karlstad Memorial
Hospital in January 1951.
Dr. Skogerboe remained in
Karlstad until 1965 taking a
year’s leave of absence in
1955 to work as a resident
in general surgery and
anesthesia in  Abbott
Hospital in Minneapolis.

Rudy and his family
were quite active in the

Rudy Skogerboe

Karlstad community. He
served as a Sunday School
teacher and was on the
executive board of the
American Lutheran
Church, and also served as
chairman of the Karlstad
School Board.

He left Karlstad in 1965
and studied urology at the
Minneapolis Veteran’s
Hospital and the University
Medical School and Ilater
practiced as a urologist at
the Grand Forks Clinic in
Grand Forks from July
1969 until he retired in
1994.

A complete obituary is
printed on Page 6 of this
issue of the North Star
News.

Give blood in Karlstad Oct. 21

United Blood Services
is holding a blood drive at
First Lutheran Church in
Karlstad on  Tuesday,
October 21 from 12:30-
5:00 p.m.

The community is wel-
come and encouraged to
donate if you are 16 years
old or older, and in good
health. We are excited to
welcome 16 year olds to
donate. A signed parental
consent form will be
required for all 16 year
olds. These forms are avail-
able from your coordinator
or at the blood drive. Please
note that height and weight
restrictions do apply for
ages 16 through 22.

“Communities like
Karlstad are so important to

our blood supply and we
encourage everyone to give
blood donation a try,” said
Deb Gemer, Donor
Recruitment
Representative for United
Blood Services. “The need
is ongoing and on behalf of
the patients receiving that
life-saving blood, we thank
you.”

UBS is the sole provider
of blood to 73 hospitals in
North Dakota, northeast
South Dakota and north-
west Minnesota. To sched-
ule an appointment to
donate, call Wayne Ruud at
436-2178 days, or 436-
2429 evenings, or go to
www.unitedbloodser-
vices.org.

Lancaster blood drive Oct. 22

United Blood Services
is holding a blood drive at
Sion Lutheran Church in
Lancaster on Wednesday,
October 22 from 12:30-
6:00.

Everyone is welcome
and encouraged to donate if
you're 16 years or older,
and in good health. A
signed parental consent
form will be required for all
16 year olds. These forms
are available from your
coordinator or at the blood
drive. Please note that
height and weight restric-
tions do apply for ages 16
through 22.

“Communities like
Lancaster are so important
to our blood supply and we
would just encourage

everyone to give blood
donation a try,” said Deb
Gemar, Donor Recruitment
Representative for United
Blood Services. “The need
for blood is ongoing and on
behalf of the patients
receiving that life-saving
blood, we thank you.”

United Blood Services
is the sole provider of
blood to 73 hospitals in
North Dakota, northeast
South Dakota and north-
west Minnesota.

To schedule an appoint-
ment to donate call coordi-
nator Shirley Swenson at
218-762-6677 or Crystal
Peterson at 218-762-7461
or go to www.unitedblood-
services.org
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Wall Street’s woes not
necessarily Main Street’s

by Dan Nordine

There’s a lot of talk out there about
Wall Street, the $700 billion bailout
just passed by Congress, and the
effects of all of this on Main Street
USA.

Well,
Karlstad?

In most times of national economic
ups and downs, northwestern rural
Minnesota comes off as somewhat, but
maybe not totally, insulated.

According to Prime Security Bank
VP Pete Kautzman, the root of the cur-
rent bailout has little direct effect on
local banks.

“Local banks are not dealing in the
sub prime markets,” Kautzman said.

Which mean that local banks are not
scrambling in the same sense as their
bigger Wall Street cousins are doing.

what about Main Street

And although the danger flags are
not up, there is something in the air.
Kautzman referred to that something
as more of an attitude among cus-
tomers.

“We are and have been in a reces-
sion for some time now,” Kautzman
explained. “That certainly does have
an effect on business. Some people are
probably going to put off some major
purchases, like a new car for example,
for a while and see how this all works
out.”

But the recession attitude is not just
going to have an effect on loans, it will
influence all business on the local
Main Streets. But Kautzman doesn’t
see that as a problem of the same mag-
nitude as that plaguing Wall Street.

With mortgage foreclosures domi-
nating the news, when taken to a local

level, that problem isn’t any worse
now than it has been in years.

“I would suspect most local banks
would agree that by keeping our busi-
ness local, and dealing locally, all of
our problems remain local as well,”
Kautzman stated. “How many foreclo-
sures have we had in Karlstad in the
past twelve months?”

What we will feel here will be more
of a consumer decision than a Main
Street mortgage crisis.

“As far as we’re concerned, it’s
business as usual here,” Kautzman
explained. “In fact, it’s our hope that
with the increase in the FLIC, people
will actually deposit more money into
savings.”

And it’s money moving through the
local economy that keeps the local
economy well oiled.

Fall artworks...

Mother Nature has brought out the paint palette
and begun her fall work of art. She is just getting

started however, and there is a lot more color to
come in the next couple of weeks. This particu-

Size of new ambulance
presents garage 1ssue

Dan Nordine

The concept that bigger is better
doesn’t always apply, especially when
you are talking about housing the Tri
County Rescue’s new ambulance.

The squad’s new ambulance is hefti-
er, just generally bigger than the units
that came before it. It is a four wheel
drive with a lot of room inside. And
while that may make for better access
on tough terrain, and more comfort for
the patient’s riding inside, it has caused
a problem for Karlstad’s EMTs in fig-
uring out where to house it.

Tri-County Administrator Roberta
Anderson met with Karlstad City
Council on Monday night to discuss
the situation. Anderson said the prob-
lem is not a pressing issue at the
moment since the Ambulance is being
rotated between Tri-County’s three

units in Middle River, Greenbush and
Karlstad. It is currently stationed at
Middle River and will be for at least the
next six months.

Even at the end of the six months, it
is still not known at this point if the
ambulance will come to Karlstad or go
to Greenbush.

When it does come to Karlstad,
however, Anderson would like to be
ready with adequate garage facilities
for it.

The current ambulance shed located
at the Karlstad Clinic is too small. And
the one place where the ambulance will
fit has many issues that first need to be
resolved.

Anderson said they did store it in the
north bay of the old firehall. But that
was short term, and although the size is
right, the roof leaks, the area needs
water for cleaning the rig, the old

lar scene was taken on Highway 59, right in the
City of Lake Bronson, facing west over the river.
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wooden doors lack insulation and the
furnace needs to be reconnected,
among other issues.

Anderson told the council she did
not have any suggestions about fixing
the problem, and that the Tri-County
group had just begun to look at the sit-
uation. She simply asked that the coun-
cil begin thinking about a remedy so
the rig can be housed at Karlstad.

Councilman Pete Kautzman com-
mented that if the roof was leaking at
the old firehall, that was a problem that
needs fixing regardless of where the
ambulance was placed.

No action was taken, but the council
did request the clerk to get some idea of
costs to upgrade the old firehall. Once
that is done, the feasibility of using that
site to house the ambulance can better
be determined.

-~ e-mail: norstar@wiktel.com * news stories call: 218-436-2157



